concentrations at or just above those in serum after therapy-on results of the 2-(4' -hydroxyazobenzene) benzoic acid (HABA) and bromcresol green (BCG) methods for measuring serum albumin. Although the HABA method was more prone to such interference, only interference by salicylic acid with the HABA method is significant. Salicylic acid at a concentration of 400 mg/liter decreases the apparent values for HABA-albumin by about 10%.
Serum albumin is commonly measured by dye-absorption methods. In a previous report in which the dye binding reagents 2-(4' In this procedure a serum blank is not used.
BCG method.
The procedure used is a modification of that of Babson.1 The stock reagent consisted of 26 ml of sodium hydroxide (100 g/liter), 30 ml of L-lactic acid, 500 mg of BCG, and 10 ml of "Tween-20," all diluted to 1 liter with distilled water, mixed, and the pH adjusted to 4.0 at 25#{176}C.
The stock reagent was diluted one part plus four parts of distilled water before use. Ten microliters of serum was added to 5 ml of diluted reagents, mixed, and read at 630 nm vs. the reagent blank. Roche Labs., Nutley, N.J. 07100) was used.
Lyophilized sera ("Versatol"; Warner-Chilcott), containing, per liter, 44 g of albumin and less than 10 mg of bilirubin, were reconstituted with aqueous solutions of #{149} various concentrations of the above compounds.
The reconstituted sera were analyzed for serum albumin by both dye methods.
Results and Discussion
The greatest effect was observed with salicylic acid, on the HABA method. Salicylic acid at a concentration of 1 g/liter decreased the HABA-albumin results by 8 g/liter, or about 18% (Table 1) . Acetylsalicylic acid at the same concentration had virtually no effect ( Table 1 ). The converse was true of the BCG method: salicylic acid had no effect on the BCG method, whereas acetylsalicylic acid at a concentration of 1 g/liter decreased serum albumin values by about 7%. The latter effect, however, was not significant at acetylsalicylateconcentrations below 800 mg/liter. Therapeutic plasma salicylate concentrations are generally less than 400 mg/liter (6).Our findings are in agreement with previous reports (7, 8 bilirubin from albumin in vitro (2, 3) .
Phenobarbital
at a concentration of 250 mg/liter, well above the concentration producing coma, had no effect on 
